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Lesson 1: The Growing Christian

LESSON OUTLINE:
Review God’s attributes Assign  Learn The Growing Christian
Check 1 Chronicles 29:11 Bible Study Lesson 1
Teach The Growing Christian Memorize Romans 3:23,

Romans 6:23

The wheel is an illustration showing the life of an obedient, growing
Christian. Doing these things will not make somebody a Christian. Remember
that good deeds cannot save us. But if we truly believe in Christ these are the
basic things that He commands us to do and are evidence of our growing
relationship with Him (Ephesians 2:8-10).

Firstly, Christ must be in the center of our life. What does this mean?
It means that we are to put Him in first place in our life. He is to be our Lord.
Acts 16:31 says, “Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved.” 1t
means that we should obey Him above everything else. Matthew 6:24 says,
“No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other,
or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both
God and money.” People in the world are generally selfish and put
themselves first. But as believers in God, we must be willing to put our
desires, hopes, and plans under God and serve Him rather than ourselves. If
we do put God first, He promises to take care of us. (Matthew 6:33).

Christ being in the center also means that He is the source of strength.
He is the one who enables us to overcome the temptations and trials that we
continually face. 2 Thessalonians 3:3 says, “But the Lord is faithful, and He
will strengthen and protect you from the evil one.” The world is a difficult
place, but by relying on Christ the committed Christian can overcome and
have success in whatever we do because we know that “Greater is He who is
in you than he who is in the world.” 1 John 4:4

Finally, Christ being the “hub” means that He will also bear our
weight by carrying our burdens. 1 Peter 5:7 says, “Cast all your anxiety on
Him because He cares for you.” We are commanded not to worry. Instead we
are to take our worries to God. Though we are still responsible to do what is
right, we can take comfort in the knowledge that God is taking care of us.

There are two primary ways for the growing believer to build a closer
relationship with God.

The first is through The Word, which is the Bible. God
communicates to us through the Bible. It is our spiritual food. 1 Peter 2:2 says,
“Like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that you may
grow in respect to your salvation.” We should desire this spiritual food as
much as babies desire milk.
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If we want to be a mature follower of God we must spend time
learning His Word. There are no shortcuts. The most vital aspect of our
relationship to Him is personal time in the Word. Through it we can know
everything necessary for “life and godliness” 2 Peter 1:3.

The second way we develop a closer relationship to God is through
prayer. Any friendship will grow cold if one person is doing all the talking.
God talks to us through His Word, but we must also talk to God through
prayer. 1 John 5:14-15 says, “This is the confidence we have in approaching
God; that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. And if we
know that He hears us — whatever we ask — we know that we have what we
asked of Him.”

Prayer should not become a boring habit in our lives of simply
reciting some words or praying at certain times (Matthew 6:7-13). It should
be a lifestyle of communicating to God from our heart. Sometimes new
believers are scared or nervous to pray because they aren’t sure what words to
pray or think they are not good at it. But remember that God cares far more
about our attitude than our exact words. We need to keep a healthy personal
prayer life to connect us with God and draw strength from Him.

The growing Christian also must live out his faith in his relationships
with other people, both believers and unbelievers.

The growing Christian is commanded to fellowship with other
believers. Hebrews 10:24-25 says, “And let us consider how we may spur one
another on toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting together,
as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another — and all
the more as you see the Day approaching.” Committed Christians should love
each other, help each other, encourage each other, serve each other, and even
rebuke each other when necessary. Therefore it is important for each believer
to find a strong, biblical local church to become involved with so that they
can connect with other believers to both give help and receive it.

The growing Christian is commanded to witness to unbelievers. Mark
16:15 says, Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation.”
We know the good news from Christ and should not keep it to ourselves for
any reason. Instead we must be faithful to share it with our friends, relatives,
co-workers, and even strangers so that more people can know how to have a
right relationship with God. We must witness with our lives to show the world
what a committed Christian looks like and we must witness with our words so
that others can also know how to receive what we have.

These are the four basic disciplines or exercises of the Christian life.
It is very simple, but it is not very easy. Make the decision to commit yourself
to God. Put Christ in the center of your life and begin exercising these basic
spiritual muscles!
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Bible Study Lesson 6: WITNESSING
1. What is the key point we should share with others when witnessing? (1
Corinthians 2:2, 15:3-4)

2. What did Andrew and Philip do as soon as they had come to Jesus? (John
1:40-42, 45, 46)

3. Whose ideas should we use in witnessing to others? Our own or God’s?
(John 7:18, 3:34)

4. When should we be ready to share the gospel with others and with what
attitude should we do it? (1 Peter 3:15-16)

5. What kind of Christian will bear fruit? (John 15:4)

6. If we are unsure how to witness to others, what should we do? (James 1:5-
8)

7. What task does God give us to do? (John 15:16)

8. How effective will you be able to witness for Christ if you are not living for
Him? (Matthew 5:13)

9. What are we supposed to do with our light? How does this relate to
witnessing? (Matthew 5:14-16)

10. What attitude should we have if the people we share with disagree with us?
(2 Timothy 2:25-26)

THE GOSPEL: BELIEVE ASSURANCE OF SALVATION

John 14:6 (NIV) Revelation 3:20 (NIV)
Jesus answered, "I am the way and
the truth and the life. No one comes
to the Father except through me.

John 14:6

Here I am! I stand at the door and
knock. If anyone hears my voice and
opens the door, I will come in and eat
with him, and he with me.

Revelation 3:20
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THE CHRIST CENTERED LIFE
HOW TO LIVE IN OBEDIENCE TO GOD

TEACHING EACH CHRISTIAN THE "HOW" OF:

THE WORD 1Peter 2:2
(Eating) Acts 17:11

Acts 20:32
PRAYER John 16:24
(Talking) Matthew 21:22

1John 5:14-15
Fellowship Hebrews 10:24-25
(Walking) Psalms 27:17

1 Thessalonians 5:11

WITNESSING 1John 1:3
(Sharing) Acts 1:8
1Peter 3:15
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This doesn’t mean we have to be perfect before we can witness. The disciples
were far from perfect and they had a huge impact for Christ. But we should be
committed to following God and willing to confess when we do wrong.
Witnessing by Words

As important as a righteous example is, by itself it is not enough to
reach someone for Christ. They can’t know why our life is different or the
good news of Jesus unless we open our mouths and tell them. Where do we
start?

The best place to start is with the people around us (Acts 1:8). Share
with your family, friends, colleagues, classmates, etc. Paul says in Romans
1:16, “I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ for it is the power of God.”

We should not be scared or ashamed to tell others about Jesus. It is God’s truth.

And it is important! Just as we would tell a person infected with cancer the
cure (if we knew it) we should also be bold to tell people how their sins can be
forgiven.

You don’t have to be an expert or know all the answers. If you know
enough to trust in Christ yourself you know enough to begin sharing with
others. If they ask a question you can’t answer, tell them you will try to find it
out and give an answer later. In addition to sharing, you can do simple things
like invite them to church or give them a Bible. What if they aren’t interested?

Don’t lose heart! Galatians 6:9 says, “Let us not lose heart in doing
good, for in due time we will reap if we do not grow weary.” It may take a
long time and many people may reject it, but if we continue to faithfully share
the good news God will bring fruit from our efforts. Pray for God to work in
their heart and persist in witnessing through both word and action.

Follow Up & Reproduction

After sharing the gospel with someone, our job is not yet over even if
they believe. Going back to the Great Commission in Matthew 28:19,

Jesus says to “make disciples” and then teach them to obey Christ. If we share
with someone who believes we must then follow them up to help them grow
into a mature relationship with God.

This can include a lot of the things we discussed in the previous lesson
such as: encouraging them to go to church and fellowship, meeting to share
thoughts on the Bible, helping to answer their questions, challenging them to
apply Biblical principles in their lives etc.

2 Timothy 2:2 says, “And the things you have heard me say in the
presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable men who will also be qualified
to teach others.” The idea of this command from Paul to Timothy is spiritual
reproduction. This means that every believer should share with others and then
help the person they share with to be able to do the same thing.

We encourage you to begin faithfully witnessing through both word
and action to others and praying that they will receive God’s great gift of
salvation! 25
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Bible Study Lesson 1: The Growing Christian

. Since Jesus is the Head of the Body--The Church--what place should
each believer give the Lord in his life? (Colossians 1:18)

. What is God's command to His children? (2Peter 3:18)

. How can we get to know the Lord better? (John 5:39; Luke 24:27)

. What should motivate us to have a daily Quiet Time with God?
(Mark 1:35)

. For whom is it our privilege to pray? (Ephesians 6:18;
1Timothy 2:1,2; Luke 23:34)

. There are about 575 direct commands in the New Testament. About

45 commands deal with personal discipline. What should your
attitude and action be in view of the following commands?
Ephesians 4:29,31

Hebrews 12:14-16

Hebrews 10:24-25

. What is God's plan for getting the message of salvation to a lost
world? (2Corinthians 5:18-20)
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LESSON OUTLINE: 1. BRAHSKZHLWTE, MG EENZIEIRBEEE T ALE?
Review  Fellowship Assign  BibleStudyLesson 6
Check  Bible Study Lesson 5 Memorize John 14:6 (HEWHL: 18)
2Timothy 2:2, John 15:16 Revelation 3:20
Teach Witnessing 20 Points of Good News Bridge

The Great Commission

Before Jesus ascended to heaven, He left a very important command
for believers. We call it The Great Commission and it is recorded in Matthew
28:19-20, “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching
them to obey everything [ have commanded you.” And in Mark 16:15, “Go
into all the world and preach the good news to all creation.”

We are given the great privilege of sharing the good news of Jesus’
death and resurrection to the world. It is exciting to share about what Christ
has done for us and see others join His family and experience all of the ‘ . -
blessings that He has shown to us. 4. MF22RERNEREHRFHRE? (HFTREFL: 35)

It’s also our duty. Romans 10:14 says, “How, then, can they call on the
one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom
they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to

N

ME M FAMT 2444 ? (HEEH3: 18)

3. BATEMABEFH AT E? (HHEES: 39; BwiEE24: 27)

them?” Christ has chosen us for this most important mission. One way our 5. KAMEBHkEE? (LB FH6: 18 EEANH2: 1-2;
lives can be fruitful is by taking this task seriously and making use of every
opportunity to witness (John 15:16, Ephesians 5:16). Bt E23: 34)

Witnessing by Actions

In order to be an effective witness our lives must be a righteous
example to others. Matthew 5:16 says, “Let your light shine before men, that

they may see your good deeds and praise your Father who is in heaven.” If e ok o & e 4w % AE T A ;
our lives are not a good example and good testimony to others, they will 6. EFATANFOTFARMG <. REROAELNGLRATIAG®
probably not want to listen when we share the gospel. After all, why should FHEE. T4, IREFTAEHAETH?

they believe something we share if we aren’t following it ourselves? The . .
biggest excuse many give for not going to church or believing in God is that S Prid: 29, 31
Christians are “hypocrites”. FAGkFH12: 14-16
Romans 12:2 says, “Do not be conformed to this world, but be R
transformed by the renewing of your mind.” And 1 Peter 1:16 says, “Be holy, A lak 4102 24-25

because I am holy.” We must be set apart from the world and to God by 7. GRS B R R R R 240
following His principles from the Bible. If we are living a holy life to God .
others will naturally want to know what makes us different. They will want to (FF A2 J5 455:18-20)

know how we can be content in difficult situations, how we can resist
temptation, how we can be so patient with others, etc. (Philippians 2:15-16)
What we do is often examined more closely than what we say. Don’t just “talk
the talk”; you should “walk the walk.”
From John 15:5 we know that if we don’t have this close relationship
to Christ we will not be successful in spiritual things including witnessing. 4
24
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9. In witnessing, what facts would you present to the unsaved from:

Romans 3:23
Romans 6:23
Hebrews 9:27
Romans 5:8
Ephesians 2:8-9

John 5:24

SIN

DEATH

Romans 3:23 (NIV)

For all have sinned and fall short
of the glory of God.

Romans 3:23

Romans 6:23 (NIV)

For the wages of sin is death, but
the gift of God is eternal life in
Christ Jesus our Lord.

Romans 6:23
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3. Read 1 Thessalonians 5:14 and write down the four actions we are to
take towards other believers.

4. What attitude should we have towards each other? (Ephesians 4:32,
Colossians 3:13)

5. How long should we let a problem go on with a brother or sister
before we deal with it? (Ephesians 4:26-27, Matthew 5:23-24)

6. What should be our attitude in communicating with others? (James
1:19-20)

7. How should we treat others? (Philippians 2:3-4, 1 Peter 4:9)

8. What kind of person will listen to counsel? (Proverbs 11:14,
Proverbs 12:15)

9. What are the benefits of listening to rebuke? (Proverbs 15:31-32)

10. What should we do with our gifts, talents, or abilities (1 Peter 4:10)

Fellowship

Hebrews 10:24-25
And let us consider how we may spur one another_on toward love and good
deeds. Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of
doing, but let us encourage one another-and all the more as you see the Day
approaching.

Hebrews 10:24-25
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Lesson 2: Lordship

LESSON OUTLINE:
Review  The Growing Christian Assign  Learn Lordship
Check  Bible Study Lesson 1 Bible Study Lesson 2
Romans 3:23, Romans 6:23 Memorize Romans 12:1
Teach Lordship Romans 1:16a

Introduction

We’ve already looked at how greatly blessed we will be if we put
our faith in God. He will forgive us of our sins. He will make us His
children. He will call us friends. He will love us and look out for us. He
will take care of our needs. He will answer our prayers. What a great
and loving God we have! He truly has blessed us with “every spiritual
blessing...” (Ephesians 1:3). He has done so much for us!

But as His children, what should we do? What does our heavenly
father expect from us? God is our Creator! He is the Almighty King of
the universe! We shouldn’t trust in God out of a desire for money,
power or position. We shouldn’t trust in God because of what He can
give us. Certainly He does give us many things (James 1:17). But we
should follow God because it is right, because He is our Creator, and
because it is fulfilling the purpose of our life on earth. So we are going
to look at two things God wants us to do if we are truly committed to
following Him. (Luke 14:25-33)

Boldness

Firstly, God wants us to take a stand for Him. He wants us to be
firm in our belief without fearing what others think. Romans 1:16 says,
“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of
God... ” Paul was an apostle of God and he was not ashamed (Acts 9,
Philippians 3:12-14)! He was not scared to tell others that he believed in
God. Often times they made fun of him. They persecuted him. They
beat him. Some even tried to kill him. Telling others about his faith in
God was dangerous and brought suffering (2 Corinthians 11:24-29).

So why wasn’t Paul scared? He wasn’t scared because God’s power
was with him. 1 John 4:4 says, “Greater is He who is in you than he
who is in the world.” If you are a child of God, He lives in you and will
never leave you.
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all comfort, who comforts us in our troubles, so that we can comfort
those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from
God.” Those who believe in God not only have a unique worldview, but
they also have experienced God’s love and mercy in a very special way.
Because of this they are better equipped to understand and then comfort
other believers.

This is true not only when a brother or sister is facing trouble,
but also when things are going well. Romans 12:15 says, “Rejoice with
those who rejoice. Mourn with those who mourn.” When a believer is in
trouble, reach out with compassion to see how you can help. When they
have good news, rejoice together!

Serving with our Gifts

Ephesians 4:11-16 tells us that God has assigned some leaders
with special gifts in the church to “prepare God’s people for works of
service, so that the body of Christ may be built up, until we all reach
unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become
mature.” (verse 12-13a) There should not be a division of workers and
listeners in God’s family. Rather, everyone is supposed to use his God-
given gift to serve others and build up the entire body of Christ. (1
Corinthians 12:12-27)

Romans 12:4-5 says, “For just as we have many members in one
body and all the members do not have the same function, so in Christ we
who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the
others.” The body of Christ, the church, is made up of people from all
kinds of backgrounds, ages, cultures, etc, but each has a specific
function. We are to use our talents and abilities with all of our heart to
help others and work together towards the common goal of glorifying
God and doing His will here on earth (Romans 12:3-13)

So do not think you have nothing to offer. Every believer has
something to offer. It may not be a very high-profile or public role, but
it is vital for healthy fellowship. Think about what you can do and start
serving other believers today!

Bible Study 5: Fellowship
1. What should our attitude be towards fellowship? (Acts 2:42)

2. How often should we encourage one another? Why? (Hebrews 3:13)
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He will strengthen you to face anything. Do not be afraid of your
teachers or your classmates. God’s power and wisdom is far stronger
than theirs. Do not be afraid of your boss. Simply ask God to give you
the strength to tell others you believe in God and He will do it.

Matt 5:14-16 says, “You are the light of the world. A city set on a
hill cannot be hidden; nor does anyone light a lamp and put it under a
basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the
house. Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see
your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.” These
verses teach us that if we are children of God we are the light of the
world. It is nonsense to turn on a light and then cover it up.

So also it is nonsense to say you believe in God and then to keep it
a secret. Instead you should proclaim it freely to others and let your
light shine out before men! So do not keep your faith a secret from your
friends, teachers, family, or colleagues. God doesn’t want us to have a
spirit of fear (2 Timothy 1:7). He says that if we are ashamed of Him,
He will also be ashamed of us (Luke 9:26). So what does God expect of
us? He expects us to boldly tell others our faith without being ashamed.

Sacrifice

God created people with a will, intellect, and emotions. He gave us
the ability to think rationally and to make decisions for ourselves. As
people, we set goals for our lives. We have hopes and dreams for what
we will do in the future. We also make decisions for what we will do
today. We decide how to spend our time and our money. We choose to
be friends with one person and not to spend much time with another. It
is natural for us to desire relative freedom to pursue our hobbies and
interests. But most people are unaware what direction they are going in
life. They don’t know that their decisions are leading them away from
God.

Since sin came into the world through Adam our “free-will” has
become enslaved (Ephesians 2:1-5). It is a slave to sin and to our own
wrong desires. It will lead us away from God. Matthew 7:13 says, “the
way is broad that leads to destruction, and there are many who enter
through it.” This verse tells us that if we keep pleasing ourselves by
following the easy path in life we will end up being destroyed. This is
the way that unbelievers go.
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that we rely on people instead of God. We always must rely on God first.

People are not perfect and will disappoint us sometimes, but two are still
stronger than one and we are commanded to fellowship together,
sharpening each other’s relationship to God.

Make sure you are regularly meeting with other believers. Use
this time together wisely and productively to encourage one another in
the Lord. You will find it very helpful for your spiritual growth and
exciting to be a blessing to others in the same way!

Rebuke

Encouragement is the positive form that believers use to help
each other and rebuking is the negative form. Even if we are very
committed and want to do right there will be times when we fail. Luke
17:3b-4 says, “If your brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents,
forgive him. If he sins against you seven times in a day, and seven times
comes back to you and says ‘I repent,’ forgive him.”

Fellowship can be a “safety net” that keeps us from falling away
from God. If we have no fellowship there will be no one to correct us
when we sin. But if we have strong relationships with brothers and
sisters they can rebuke us when we do wrong. The rebuke may hurt, but
it is for our protection and is far better than falling into unchecked sin
(James 5:19-20, Proverbs 27:6).

This works both ways. We need to put ourselves around
believers and be open to them when they correct us or point out to us an
area we should grow in. We also need to exercise true love for others by
kindly and gently doing the same for them (2 Timothy 2:25) This
doesn’t mean we should be some sort of spiritual police and go around
looking to correct others. Love, not pride, should be our motivation.

The principle here is accountability. 1 John 1:7 says, “But if we
walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one
another.” Throughout the Bible we see the importance of walking in the
light. That means we should be transparent and honest with others,
welcoming their suggestions and help.

Begin forming this kind of close fellowship with other believers
to ensure that you have a solid safety net.

Comfort

Relationships with believers can go much deeper than the

normal worldly relationships. 2 Corinthians 1:3b-4 says, “the God of
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Most of the world is going down this terrible path to hell. What about
those who believe in God? What should we do?

The same verse in Matthew 7:13 tells us to “Enter through the
narrow gate.” If we want to follow God we must be willing to take the
difficult path. Quite simply this means that we must be willing to make
Christ the Lord of our lives, putting Him first in everything. Matthew
16:24-26 records what this means when Jesus told His disciples, "If'
anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross
and follow me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but
whoever loses his life for me will find it. What good will it be for a man
if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul? Or what can a man
give in exchange for his soul?”

If we really want to follow God we need to be willing to give our
very lives to Him. We must put all our dreams, goals, desires, ideas,
time and decisions under the hand of God and decide to do what He
wants rather than what we want (Luke 22:42). That means if you have a
desire that is against God’s Word, you should reject your desire and
follow God instead.

God also makes a promise to us if we are willing to do this. He
promises that we will gain our eternal life. Sure, by pursuing this world
we may gain some temporary and material things. But by pursuing God
we will gain the eternal, lasting things (1 John 2:15-17). He will give us
abundant, overflowing lives, filled with blessings and the joy that only
God can give (Luke 12:13-21).

Another way to describe the commitment we should have to God is

sacrifice. Romans 12:1 says, “Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of
God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing

to God — this is your spiritual act of worship.” To sacrifice means to
give up something valuable for somebody else. We are supposed to
sacrifice our very lives (which is most valuable to us) to God. Each day
we can serve God with our thoughts, actions, and words.

Think how you can please God with your life. Maybe it means not
cheating on an exam. It could mean going to work on time and being
diligent and faithful to the company. Perhaps it requires you to respond
gently when somebody cheats you on the basketball court or in the

market (Colossians 3:23-24). There are two ways to go, the way of self

and the way of sacrifice (Philippians 2:3-4).
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Lesson 5: Fellowship



LESSON OUTLINE:

Review  Hand of Prayer Assign  BibleStudyLesson 5

Check  Bible Study Lesson 4 Memorize Hebrews 10:24-25
1 Peter 3:18 John 3:16

Teach Fellowship

The Christian life is not always easy. The world is full of
temptations and pressure to do wrong. If we try to “go it alone” we will
likely fall. If we hang out with the wrong crowd our fall into sin is even
more likely. In Proverbs 13:20 we learn, “He who walks with wise men
will be wise, but the companion of fools will suffer harm.” Peer pressure
is very strong (1 Corinthians 15:33).

God knows that we are weak and need all the help we can get in
our Christian life. He uses our brothers and sisters in Christ to
strengthen us and help us to follow Him. The word we use for the
relationship we have with other believers is “fellowship” (Acts 2:42).
We will look at several aspects of this below.

Encouragement

Hebrews 10:24-25 says, “And let us consider how we may spur
one another on toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting
together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one
another — and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” Believers
should help each other by encouraging one another. Encouragement
here doesn’t only mean to say “good job!”” when another believer does
well. It means to push each other on to do right and grow.

Simple ways to do this include sharing Scriptures, praying
together, or giving practical suggestions on how to grow, etc (Ephesians
5:19-20). In order to do this we must meet together. We must often put
ourselves in contact with other believers so that we can both receive
their encouragement and help them. We can meet at church, Bible study,
our homes, for lunch, or for sports.

Ecclesiastes tells us that “two are better than one” (Ecclesiastes
4:9-12). Two have a better return for their labor. They help each other
when one is weak. They can overcome together what they cannot
overcome apart.

Proverbs 27:17 says, “As iron sharpens iron so one man sharpens
another.” To be sharpened in our spiritual life we should form strong
relationships with brothers and sisters. This doesn’t mean
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The world teaches that the individual is all important and we should
pursue self-satisfaction. But Jesus says that it is the servant who is great
(Matthew 23:11). Why should believers serve God like this? The verse
above (Romans12:1) says it is “in view of God’s mercy”. God created us.
He gave us this wonderful world to live in. Most importantly He sent
Jesus to die for us and save us from our sins. God has been so merciful
to us. We should put Him first and serve Him with our lives.

Some will say that this makes us slaves. But God says in Galatians
5:1, “It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and
do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.” By
serving God we are free from the slavery of sin. We are free to do what
is right and truly enjoy the blessings from God and the richness of His
perfect plan for our lives.

So if we are committed to God, firstly He wants us to be bold and
make a stand for Him. Secondly, He wants us to put Him first in our
lives and to make our lives a living sacrifice to Him. Make the decision
today to do this. Do not hide your faith from others, but be a light! And
do not follow the broad path of the world to destruction. Enter the
narrow gate by following God’s way for you! You will not regret it.

Bible Study Lesson 2: Lordship
1. What is the practical difference between believing in Jesus Christ and
believing in the “Lord” Jesus Christ? (Acts 16:31)

2. What is God’s view of the person who goes through life pursuing
wealth? (Luke 12:16-21)

3. What must you be willing to do if you want to follow God in your life?
(Luke 14:33)

4. Is it possible to serve God and the world or ourselves? (Matthew
6:24)
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Bible Study Lesson 4: HAND OF PRAYER

. The real center of the prayer life of an individual is carried on in what way?

(Matthew 6:6)

. What is an excellent time to seek fellowship with the Lord? (Psalm 63:1;

5:3)

. For whom is it our special privilege to pray? (Colossians 4:12; Ephesians
6:18; James 5:16)

. What should be our attitude and response regarding our enemies?
(Matthew 5:44; Luke 23:34)

. John 17 is the great intercessory prayer of the Lord Jesus Christ. At least 8
definite requests (petitions) are made in verses 1, 5, 11, 17, 20, 21 and 24.
List as many of the 8 as you can.

. What is one of Christ's definite commands for us to request of God?

(Matthew 9:37-38)

. What importance did group prayer have in the early church? (Acts 1:14;
2:42;12:5)

. Read through one or more of the following chapters by Paul the Apostle,
and list the verses that show that Paul interceded for the saints. (The Bible
refers to those who have trusted Christ as Savior as "saints.")

Romans 1 Colossians 1

1Corinthians 1 1Thessalonians 1

2Corinthians 1 2Thessalonians 1

Ephesians 1 2Timothy 1
Philippians 1 Philemon
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5. What kind of belief are we supposed to have in God? Is belief just an
intellectual agreement to the fact or just saying something with our
mouth? (Matthew 7:21-23)

6. What is a major difference between the things of the world and the
things of God? (1 John 2:15-17) So what should you do?

7. Where should you store up treasure? (Matthew 6:19-21)

8. What is real love for God? (John 14:15)

9. Explain in your own words what it means to “do your work heartily,
as for the Lord rather than for men”. (Colossians 3:23-24)

10. What promise do we have from God if we are willing to put Him
first? (Matthew 6:33, Philippians 4:19)

LIVING SACRIFICES BOLDNESS

Romans 12:1 (NIV)
Therefore, I urge you,
brothers, in view of God's
mercy, to offer your bodies
as living sacrifices, holy
and pleasing to God — this
is your spiritual act of
worship.

Romans 12:1

Romans 1:16a (NIV)

I am not ashamed of the
gospel, because it is the
power of God for
salvation to everyone
who believes.

Romans 1:16a
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for missionaries
for church members

Ephesians 6:19,20
1Thessalonians 1:2-3

To be effective in our prayers, there are 3 things to remember when we
petition:

1. AskinJesus' name John 16:24
2. Askin faith Matthew 21:22
3. Askaccording to God's will 1John 5:14-15

Also we should not only pray for material needs, but we should also pray for
character growth and wisdom (Philippians 1:9-11, James 1:5-7)

Praise: We thank the Lord for things He gives to us. We praise God
for Who He is. We praise and worship Him because He is the true God who
is full of mercy, love, truth and holiness; and He is the Source of all life and
light and love. See Psalms 148, 150.

PETITION

INTERCESSION

THANKSGIVING

CONFESSION

Project: Determine a basic minimum period of time you should
spend in a regular, consistent Quiet Time with the
Lord. You may spend more time whenever you can,
but faithfully maintain that basic minimum.

Memorize:

THE CROSS BELIEVE

1Peter 3:18 (NIV) John 3:16 (NIV)
For Christ died for sins once for all, For God so loved the world that he

the righteous for the unrighteous, to
bring you to God. He was put to

death in the flesh but made alive by
the spirit. 1Peter 3:18

gave his one and only son, that
whoever believes in him shall not
perish but have eternal life.

John 3:16
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Lesson 3: Hand of the Word

LESSON OUTLINE:

Review  Lordship Assign  Learn Hand of Word

Check  Bible Study Lesson 2 Bible Study Lesson 3
Romans 3:23, Romans 6:23 Memorize Hebrews 9:27,

Ephesians 2:8-9

Daily Quiet Times

Teach Hand of Word

In previous lessons we’ve learned a lot about God’s Word. It is
historical. It is accurate. It shows us God’s plan and His principles. It is
inspired by God, meaning that it has His authority (2 Timothy 3:16-17).
It is very practical and very profound. It is living and active (Hebrews
4:12). It is the growing believer’s spiritual food (1 Peter 2:2).

Having learned about why the Bible is so important, we are
going to discuss how we can understand it and apply it better. There are
five basic ways to help us have a strong understanding of God’s Word.
Remember that what we put into our mind will affect us, whether it is
the music we listen to, the movies we watch, or the magazines we read.

Acts 20:32 says, “And now I commend you to God and to the
word of His grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the
inheritance among all those who are sanctified.”

Hearing

Romans 10:17 says, “Consequently, faith comes from hearing
the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ.” The
first way we can get God’s Word into our life is by hearing it. What can
we do to hear it? We can go to church and Bible study to listen to
teaching on the Word. We can ask questions of our Christian friends.
We can listen to sermons online. The most important point is that we
continually put ourselves in position to listen to God’s Word being
taught. And when we listen, we should listen out of a sincere desire to
learn and grow (Ezekiel 33:31-32, John 8:47). Do not let God’s Word
go in one ear and out the other!

Reading

Revelation 1:3a says, “Blessed is the one who reads the words of
this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it and take to heart what
is written in it.” Reading the Bible is the most basic way to understand
it. It is great to listen to other mature Christians, but growing believers
must have their own relationship to God and their own personal time to
read the Bible for
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In Luke 18:10-14 Jesus gave a parable of two men who prayed.
One was prideful, thinking that he was worthy and deserved a lot of
blessings. God did not listen to his prayer. The humble one recognized
his weaknesses and sin and was forgiven. Do not approach God thinking
that He owes us. We can do nothing to earn His good favor. Take these
things to heart and be humble in your prayers.

Persevere in Prayer

Read Luke 18:1-9. In this parable we learn to pray “at all
times... and not to lose heart.” Jesus’ point was that if the ungodly and
uncaring judge answered because of the widow’s persistence then surely
our loving and caring God would. Many times God may answer our
prayer with “wait!” At those times it may be easy to get discouraged and
give up. But Jesus encourages us to keep on. In today’s culture most
people are result oriented and want quick answers. But to God, the
process is also important. As long as our prayers are in Jesus’ name we
should persist. (Luke 11:8-13)

Hand of Prayer

Now that we have discussed some of the principles of prayer we will
look at five different aspects of praying. Contrary to many people’s belief and
habit, prayer is much more than simply asking God for material things. Jesus’
model prayer in Matthew 6:9-13 shows that prayer has several aspects.

It is good to start with confession because sin is an obstacle to close
fellowship with God. See Isaiah 59:1-2, 1 John 1:9, and Psalms 51.

We also must remember to be thankful to God for what He has done
for us. It is easy to complain, but if we count our blessings we will realize just
how much we have to be thankful for. Also we should have a thankful heart
even during trials and troubles because we know from Romans 8:28 that God
has a plan for us and uses situations we face to help us grow. See 1
Thessalonians 5:18 and Ephesians 5:20.

We should not just pray for ourselves but we should pray for others in
our intercession:

for authorities 1 Timothy 2:1,2
for lost souls James 5:20

for the sick James 5:16

for laborers to preach the gospel Matthew 9:36-38
for unsaved relatives Romans 10:1

for outsiders Romans 15:20
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themselves. Jesus Himself often went off by Himself to pray and commune
with God (Mark 1:35, Luke 5:16, 6:12).

When we read the Bible we need to remember that the goal is not to
“get through” a certain number of pages, but to understand more about God
and how to serve Him. So it’s important to read carefully and not be absent-
minded.

Studying

Acts 17:11 says, “Now the Bereans were of more noble character than
the Thessalonians, for they received the message with great eagerness and
examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true.” Studying
goes deeper than simply reading. It is examining the Scriptures with a purpose.
It could be studying a specific topic like prayer. Or it could be trying to find an
answer to a specific question like “what is God’s will for me in marriage?”’

The goal is not rote recitation of facts and figures like we may prepare
for exams in school. But one day we will face a heavenly “exam” to see how
well we understand the Scripture and most importantly how well we followed
it (2 Corinthians 5:10). The benefit is not only in the end result of learning
about God or God would have just given us a list of what He wants us to know.
But there is great benefit in the process of studying God’s Word (Proverbs
25:2).

Memorizing

Psalms 119:9,11 says, “How can a young man keep his way pure? By
living according to Your word. I have hidden Your word in my heart, that [
may not sin against You.” Memorizing God’s Word is a very important way to
overcome temptation. Even Jesus Himself dealt with temptation by reciting
God’s Word (Matthew 4:4-10).

There will be many times when we will face temptations or need to
make quick decisions, but won’t have a Bible nearby. And even if we have a
Bible it is sometimes hard to know where to look for an answer. It is really
helpful to memorize verses on a wide variety of topics so that we can have
them in our mind and know what God wants us to do in whatever situation we
face.

Meditating

Psalms 1:1-3 says, “Blessed is the man who does not walk in the
counsel of the wicked or stand in the path of sinners or sit in the seat of
mockers. But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law he meditates
day and night. He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its
fruit in season and whose leaf does not whither. Whatever he does prospers.”
(Joshua 1:8). Meditation is the key to all of the other methods. It is similar to
an artist admiring a painting or even a guy thinking about how
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Lesson 4: Hand of PRAYER

ILESSON OUTLINE:

Review Hand of Word Assign  Learn Hand of Prayer
Check  Bible Study Lesson 3 Bible Study Lesson 4

Hebrews 9:27, Eph 2:8-9 Memorize 1Peter 3:18, John 3:16
Teach Prayer

Introduction

Prayer is the second way that a growing believer develops a strong
personal relationship with God. Many of the strongest believers in the
Bible prayed continually, talking with God as one would with a friend
(Exodus 33:11).

Jesus Himself shows us the importance of prayer. Luke 5:16 tells us,
“Jesus Himself would often slip away to the wilderness and pray.”(Luke
6:12) Jesus’ life was very busy and He was doing eternally important
things, but He always made time to spend alone praying. From His
example we know that no matter how hectic our life is we must set aside
quality time to pray. Without it, we cannot hope to have success in other
areas of life (John 15:5).

The Bible is full of teaching on prayer and also records the prayers
of many believers to help us learn how to pray. (Nehemiah 1:5-11, 1 Kings
8:22-53) We look at some of the principles on prayer below.

Pray Continually

Ephesians 6:18 says, “pray at all times in the Spirit” and 1
Thessalonians 5:17 says, “pray without ceasing.” While it is good to make
a habit to pray before meals or before sleeping, prayer should not be
limited to certain times. During our life there will be many times when we
face temptations, difficulties or decisions. Our natural reaction should be to
turn to God in prayer during these types of situations (Nehemiah 2:1-5).

Pray with a Humble Attitude

When Jesus gave the disciples an example of how to pray He said
to begin like this, “Our Father who in heaven, hallowed be Your name.”
(Matthew 6:9) We must always remember who we are praying to. We are
praying to the one and only God, the Creator of the universe, the Almighty.
We must respect God and come humbly into His presence.

Jacob knew this principle. In Genesis 32:9-12 we can look at his
prayer. In verse 10 he says, “I am unworthy of all the kindness and
faithfulness You have shown to Your servant. I had only my staff when
[ crossed this Jordan, but now I have become two groups.” Jacob knew that
he didn’t deserve God’s grace. He didn’t deserve anything from God. He
recognized that he was a sinner. He recognized that all the success he had
was from God and not himself.
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wonderful his girl-friend is. It is when we think over God’s Word to try to find

out what it really means and how we can apply it in our lives. We should make

it a habit to meditate on the Scriptures we have learned not only while reading

or hearing, but even throughout the day as we go about our daily business.
Interpreting the Bible

2 Timothy 2:15 says, “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God
as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word
of truth.” The Bible is a very precious gift to us and we need to handle it as a
treasure. God didn’t inspire the Bible to mean whatever we want it to. Every
passage in the Bible has one and only one meaning. We should strive our very
best to find out the meaning that God intended and not put our own idea onto
the text. He is the final authority, not us. There are several helpful things to
remember as we do that.

We must always interpret our own experience in light of the Bible and
not to interpret the Bible in light of our own experience.

Normally the obvious meaning is the correct one. The Bible is
generally written in plain, literal language. It is said, “When the common sense
makes sense, seek no other sense. To do so is nonsense.”

All Scripture has context, both a historical context and the natural flow
of the author’s thoughts. For example, in John 2:4 Jesus uses the title “woman”
to address his mother. This sounds impolite to us, but at that time it was a
respectful form of address. Also, we have to be careful not to simply pick
verses out at random. To understand a verse completely you need to read the
verses right before and right after the verse you are studying and understand
them in the context of the individual book and the whole Bible.

The Bible also has many different genre/styles. The New Testament
contains parables (Luke 15), historical narrative (Acts), teaching (most of the
epistles, Romans-Jude), and prophecy (Matthew 24, Revelation). It is very
important to take note of the style you are reading. For example, in John
18:25-27 John records Peter’s denial of Christ. John is simply narrating what
happened and doesn’t draw any conclusions as to whether this was right or
wrong. The principle is to interpret the narrative passages in light of the
teaching passages. The Old Testament has the same styles as the New
Testament in addition to the wisdom literature (Job, Psalms, Proverbs,
Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon), which includes songs, poems, and personal
prayers.

Application

The goal of studying God’s word is not personal knowledge, but life
change. James 1:22 says, “Do not merely listen to the word and so deceive
yourselves. Do what it says.” (James 1:22-25) Although there is only one
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5.

6.
Joh

Bible Study Lesson 3: HAND of THE WORD

(Ezekiel 33:31,32)

. In what way do many church-goers listen to a sermon?

How should we hear God's Word? (Ezekiel 3:10)

What is the real test of responding correctly to a sermon?

(James 1:22)

Should we read the Bible as rapidly as possible? How then should

we read the Word? (Nehemiah 8:8)

Do you have a plan for regular Bible reading? If so what?

Match the Scriptures on the left to the genre/style on the right.

n 19:1-22

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
Ephesians 6:10-17
Luke 6:46-49

7.

What attitude should we have towards God’s words? (Deuteronomy

6:6-7)

Prophecy

Teaching

Parable

Historical Narrative

What does it mean that God’s word is a “lamp” and a “light”?

(Psalms 119:105)

Write down an application to do this week from what you have

learned in this lesson.

JUDGMENT

NOT BY WORKS

Hebrews 9:27 (NIV)
Just as man is destined to die
once, and after that to face
judgment.

Hebrews 9:27

Ephesians 2:8-9 (NIV)
For it is by grace you have
been saved, through faith--
and this not from yourselves,
it is the gift of God--not by
works, so that no one can
boast. Ephesians 2:8-9
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meaning to the text there are countless applications. God wants us to take to
heart what we learn in the Bible and change our lives based on what we learn.
If we become an expert on the Bible, but live without God’s principles in our

life we have wasted our time. It’s important to make specific applications so 7: 2427
i ! 24-
that we can track the progress we are making. Be a doer! (Matthew 7:24-27) LT A TIE AT A 20-23 T
Just Do it: 2. MW REDRIEZ/DIE.
1. How to Have a Quiet Time. See pages 20-23 of My Discipleship 3. HAERRITE RAE [ E I TE] o
Notebook. 4. IEFEEDITINN GG R T T R &
2. Determine a minimum amount of time to spend in quiet time each 5. WUESiEm A& P — AT,
day. 1 &
3. De};ermine a specific time to begin you quiet time each day. % TE % ?ﬁi‘ﬁ E[l‘j $
4. Choose a suitable place with few distractions to have your quiet
time.
5. Decide which book of the New Testament to begin reading first.

THE HAND

You have probably already dis- #il i AR
covered these methods of Scripture intake
which help you get a firm grasp on God's Word. ) u @%ﬂj: 3:10 IS %U*% E%DI:HE%
22:29 11:28
COMMENDED | COMMANDED | BLESSING N TSN —
wne JeA K. 8:8 | REEEKHIP. | Bk 113
HEAR EZE. 3:10 JER. 22:29 LK. 11:28 4:13
READ NEH. 8:8 1 TIM. 4:13 | REV.1:3 e REKRER. | REXRES. | #ErfE
3:16-17 2:15 17:11
STUDY 2 TIM. 3:16-17 | 2TIM. 2:15 | ACTS 17:11
Ba FEh. 119:11 Hifrid. 6:6 | k. 10:8
MEMORIZE PS. 119:11 DEUT. 6:6 PS. 10:8 s
A FER. 1:1-3 | AFIEId. 1:8 | SRR
MEDITATE PS. 1:1-3 JOSH. 1:8 1 TIM 4:15 4:15
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